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to types of activities which shall serve the community and will at the same time 
give the individual preparation for his later life. 

Anyone who is interested in the present federal movement for the introduc- 
tion of vocational education will get a view of Mr. Munroe's attitude and probably 
the attitude of the whole board through a study of these chapters. It is interest- 
ing to note that Mr. Munroe's view, while critical of the schools, is on the whole 
optimistic about the possibility of reorganizing these schools without abandoning 
them. There has been some evidence from time to time that the Federal Board 
for Vocational Education is willing to support a movement toward the separation 
of the schools into academic schools on the one side and vocational institutions on 
the other. Such a separation of schools would, in the minds of many students of 
the problem, be most harmful to the American system, and it is a relief to find that 
Mr. Munroe is moving in the direction of a general reorganization of the social and 
educational scheme rather than in the direction of a violent separation between 
the schools that teach general subjects and those that are to provide for vocational 
education. 

There is, however, in the book, in spite of this tendency to deal with the whole 
problem, a tone of unsparing criticism of the schools which leaves in the mind 
of the reader some doubt whether amalgamation of the academic schools with 
the vocational schools can really be brought about on the basis suggested by 
Mr. Munroe. There is such an utter scorn of everything that might be called gen- 
eral intellectual training that one feels after reading the book that it is necessary to 
review once more the justification for the fundamental subjects in order to give 
them their proper place in the broad scheme of education which Mr. Munroe 
advocates but frequently leaves out of his thinking in his enthusiasm for voca- 
tional training. 
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